
 

Prompt Types (MacDuff et al., 2001) 

Manual 
Prompt 

The student is guided manually to complete the skill. Guiding the 
student’s hand to write letters on a worksheet is an example of a manual 
(‘hand-over-hand’) prompt. A partial manual prompt (e.g., the teacher 
guiding the student manually through only part of the task) is counted as 
a manual prompt. 

Modeling 
Prompt 

The student views a demonstration of the skill (e.g., demonstrated in 
person or via a video recording). Partial modeling (e.g., the teacher 
demonstrating a single step of a multi-step task) is counted as a modeling 
prompt. 

Verbal 
Prompt 

The student is prompted via verbal communication to demonstrate the 
skill. Verbal prompts can consist of a single word or several consecutive 
sentences. Encouragement and praise whose goal is to get the student to 
begin the task are considered verbal prompts.  

Gestural 
Prompt 

The student is prompted via a gesture (e.g., nodding, pointing, motioning, 
tapping on a worksheet) to complete the skill.  

No Prompt The student requires no prompting to complete the skill. 
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